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Background/Purpose: According to Lawson (1986),
occupational socialization is explained as “all kinds of
socialization that initially influence persons to enter the
field of physical education (PE) and are responsible for
their perspectives and practices as teacher educators
and teachers” (p. 107). There are three phases of occu-
pational socialization (Lawson, 1983a, 1983b): accul-
turation, professional socialization, and organizational
socialization that are closely related to explain PE tea-
chers’ teaching conceptions. Little research, however,
has examined how a major in PE during professional
socialization is associated to the use of the State
Standards for PE. Therefore, the aim of this study was
to examine the influence of the major in PE on imple-
menting the State Standards for PE.

Method: This study used data from the School Health
Policies and Practices Study (SHPPS) 2014, a national
survey conducted by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), which evaluated school health
policies and practices at the classroom and school levels
in the United States (CDC, 2015). Classroom-level data
in 2014 was used in the current study (N = 722),
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